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St. Stephen's Green Trust is a charitable foundation which respects human dignity 

and is committed to helping create a society where the dignity of all can be realised 

through social justice and inclusive, nurturing communities

Revised:18th Jan 2018
direct provision centres grant programme
guidelines & application form 2018
The four Sisters of Mercy Provinces have partnered with St Stephen’s Green Trust to fund this grant programme. Mercy Southern Province; Mercy Northern Province; Mercy South Central Province and Mercy Western Province have provided funds to support Centres in their area.  
Deadline for receipt of applications: there is a rolling deadline of 25th of each month for applications, following which the assessment and decision process will take a few weeks. Please build this into your timeframe. 

The SSGT Direct Provision Centres Grant Programme aims to give an opportunity to parents/carers of children
 in Centres to decide on activities that will benefit their children and to apply for funding for them.  It is envisaged these activities will avail of community, cultural and sporting activities in the community.  
· The funded activities should increase the children’s opportunities to integrate with their community and improve their quality of life.   
· One application only will be accepted from each Centre, which may include several activities, depending on the interests of the children, age group etc.  
· We envisage funding is only available to fund one activity per child for a period of time.

· Priority will be given to Centres which are geographically isolated and/or don’t have many organisations supporting residents with activities which allow integration into their community.  
· We aim to be flexible about preferred activities but expect they will utilise available community, community and sporting facilities in as cost-effective a manner as possible.  
· Organisations continue to highlight transport as a major obstacle to participation in community activities. Please contact us in advance of submitting an application if transport costs are a high percentage of the amount requested. Transport costs are allowed but there is an expectation Centre management will provide transport for activities in most cases. 

· We have extended the grant programme to include children who have recently moved out of the Centre. This is to ensure children who started activities while living in the Centre are not suddenly stopped from participating in them on moving to the community. In order for the fund to be sustainable, there is limited flexibility for this extension as the grant programme is focused on supporting families dependent on the small personal allowances available to residents in DPCs.  We rely on funded organisations to make a judgement on this and if you’re not sure, it is best to contact SSGT in advance of making the application.  However, our expectations are that no more than 15% to 20% of the cost of activities are for children living in the community which can be provided for up to a year after moving out of the Centre. 
Process for applications:

· We appreciate the continuing efforts made to date by organisations to allow residents to decide on activities they would like to pursue.  While we try to be responsive to the particular circumstances of the Centre, a major objective of the programme is to provide opportunities for the children to leave the Centre to participate in community and sporting activities in an integrated way. 

· Applications are taken on a rolling basis so please contact us as soon as your current grant is almost spent. There is a rolling deadline of 25th or each month and applications will take a few weeks to process. 
· Please continue to send grant reports for grants which have been fully spent.  We are also very interested in continuing to gather information about all issues arising for families and children within the Centre. Please note that further grants will not be paid to any organisation with two or more outstanding grant reports. 
· The grants have to be administered by the organisation receiving the grant and should not be passed on to a third party.  The organisation receiving the grant is fully accountable for monies spent. 
· The grantee organisation will make a report and provide a financial account after the grant has been spent.  The report will include feedback from the families in the Centres as to the value of the grant to them and their children.    Receipts do not need to be sent with the report but we may request sample copies for our files on occasion. 
· Grant amounts available will be similar to those previously given - please contact the Trust if you are not sure about this. 

IMPORTANT FOR 2018: SSGT now has a policy of only supporting organisations compliant with best practice in safeguarding for children and vulnerable adults.  Please note the new question on the application form. 
How to Apply:

Fill out the application form below.

Save As: Save a copy of the application form using your organisation name as the name of the document and 2017, either the full name or acronym of your organisation (for example SSGT2018).
Email the document to: info@ssgt.ie
For queries in relation to the grants please contact: 
Karen Ryan, SSGT, PO Box 950, Newbridge, Co Kildare

Tel: 045-480666; email: info@ssgt.ie; website: www.ssgt.ie 
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direct provision centres grant programme
application form 2018
How To Apply:
· Check the guidelines above before completing the form.
· Applications should be sent by email only to info@ssgt.ie 
· Use your organisation name for the name of the document  (for example SSGT2018)
· Please do not send PDFs.

· Your application will be acknowledged by email.  If you do not receive an acknowledgement within 7 days, please contact us immediately. 
​
	

	Name of organisation making the application


	

	Postal address for organisation making the application


	

	Contact name for organisation


	

	Contact email address


	

	Contact telephone number


	

	Direct Provision Centre Name and location


	

	Total number of families in the Centre.  We ask for numbers of children in the table below. 


	Number of families = 



	Please outline at what stage the previous grant is at, how many weeks of activities are left or is it fully spent.  We understand activities may have different finishing timeframes but please indicate in general when the grant will be fully spent. 
	(This is not needed if you have reported on the grant)

	Safeguarding Policy
	When awarding grants SSGT needs to be confident the receiving organisation has such arrangements in place as will ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults proportionate and appropriate to the work it is doing.  Please describe the current situation in your organisation. 



	Activity One

Use one box for each activity. 
	Outline the activity here giving details of :

Activity type, eg swimming lessons once a week

Time period of activity, eg Jan to May 2018

Cost per activity, eg €5 per week by 20 weeks 
No of children participating, eg 25

Total cost is: €5 x 20 weeks x 25 children = €2,500 

	Activity Two

Please insert more lines if you want to enter more than two activities.
	

	Transport (see note below)
	

	Administration (see note below)
	

	Total Cost

	€ 

	Include any other relevant information here.  In particular we are interested in current information about the issues and challenges for people living in Direct Provision or in transition.  What are the areas of unmet need, is your organization trying to work on a solution, have you had any success? 
	


	
	0-4
	5-12
	13-18
	Total 

	No of children in Centre
	
	
	
	

	No of children taking part in activities who live in the Centre
	
	
	
	

	No of children taking part who live in the community 
	
	
	
	

	Total number of children taking part
	
	
	
	

	Activity One
	
	
	
	

	Activity Two
	
	
	
	

	Activity Three (please insert more lines if necessary)
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	
	
	
	


We understand some children may want to change activities once the grant has been paid and normally there isn’t a need to come back to us about this. However the general principles of the grant programme need to be adhered to: grants should be spent on children living in Direct Provision Centre; for activities outside of the Centre which increase integration into their community and which provide value for money.  
Administration Costs: If your core costs are not funded by another organisation, a small admin cost can be applied to the application. There may be stationery, phone, postage or petrol costs needed for volunteers and paid staff.  Unfortunately the fund will not stretch to paying staff to administer the activities due to the limited budget but please contact me with any particular difficulties you might be having.  
Transport Costs: We expect transport costs are kept to a minimum and in the first instance a request is made to RIA and/or Centre management to provide transport to activities. 

� We are defining children as those aged up to 18 years of age.


� Some activities may include the cost of accompanying parents but the emphasis should be on integrated activities which allow children time outside of the Centre engaging with their peers. 


� Please total the cost of all activities here.  Indicate if there is money available from other sources to put towards these activities. 





Page 5 of 5

[image: image1.jpg]