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We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all  

a happy Christmas
We understand this is very challenging time of the year for all of you 

and your families, especially with the on-going restriction due to 

Covid-19. We hope you can make the best out of it and try to support 

each other through this time. Please God the New Year will bring 

happier times for you all. God bless and Happy New Year to all. 
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The TPI conference “Closing the Revolving 
Door” was held on the 5th of October. The 
conference was an online event because of 
Covid restrictions. However, we were delighted 
that over 360 people took part. The title for this 
year’s conference was ‘Closing the Revolving 
Door’ which tried to reflect the fact that too 
many Travellers are going in and out of prison 
for years on end. 

The conference highlighted the fact that 
Travellers are over-represented in Irish prisons, 
and that further work needs to be done to tackle 
the issues that are contributing to the high 
number of Travellers in prison. For instance, 
the lack of equal opportunities in terms of 
employment, education and training. 

This endless cycle of prison needs to change, so 
that Travellers can close the door on prison for 
good and live the best lives they can. 

Anne Costello, the 
coordinator of the 
Travellers in Prison 
Initiative welcomed 
everybody including 
staff from the Irish 
Prison Service and the 
Probation Service, staff 

The Travellers in 
Prison Initiative 
Conference 
2021:  
Closing the 
Revolving Door

from Traveller organisations, politicians, staff 
from agencies that work in the prison and the 
community and most importantly families of 
Travellers in prison. 

Maria Joyce, the 
coordinator of the 
National Traveller 
Women’s Forum spoke 
about the work of the 
TPI and what has been 
achieved over the last 5 
years. 

Chris McDonagh from 
the Traveller Mediation 
Service did a presentation 
comparing the high 
numbers of Travellers in 
prison with other ethnic 
minority groups around 
the world. 

Patrick McCann (a former 
prisoner) who is now 
studying in Maynooth 
University spoke about 
his experience of 
imprisonment and how he 
turned his life around. 

CLOSING THE 
REVOLVING DOOR

Travellers in Prison  
Initiative (TPI) National  

Conference 2021

Tuesday  
5 October  
10am – 1pm
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‘We Keep Going for Each Other’ – 
Stories of Travellers in Castlerea 
Prison and their Families

The Galway Traveller Movement showed a very 
moving video of recordings of Traveller men in 
Castlerea prison and their families. In the video, they 
talked about their experience of prison and how 
they and their families keep going for each other. 

The conference was a huge success and 
highlighted the issues effecting Travellers. 

President Higgins spoke passionately about the 
issues effecting Travellers. He emphasised the 
need to support Travellers and especially those 
in prison. He described Travellers as being 
an integral part of Irish society. Moreover, he 
spoke of the failures of the state to address the 
discrimination and exclusion that Travellers 
experience in Irish society and said that 
discrimination against Travellers should not 
be tolerated in any form. His speech was a 
great example of his continued support and 
recognition for Travellers rights. 

Caron McCaffrey, the 
Director-General of the 
Irish Prison Service, 
spoke of the challenges 
in the prisons over the 
last eighteen months or 
more due to Covid-19. 
She acknowledged the 

difficulties faced by the prison service due to 
restrictions and how this has impacted on 
prisoners directly. She praised all prisoners 
for their continued co-operation with the 
restrictions, despite the hardship it causes them. 
She also spoke of the great work of the Irish 
Red Cross volunteers in all the prisons across 
the country, who would have many Travellers 

in their ranks. Furthermore, she spoke of the 
excellent work being done in around the peer 
mediation and also the stables for horses in 
Castlerea Prison. She described these as good 
examples of engagement by Travellers and that 
these programmes could possibly be run in 
other prisons.  It is great to hear Travellers are 
participating in these programmes and it will 
surely benefit them for the future.

Mark Wilson, Director 
of The Probation 
Service, spoke about the 
work being done with 
the TPI, with regard 
to collecting relevant 
statistics on the numbers 
of Travellers engaging 

with Probation Service. He talked about the 
benefits of knowing how many Travellers are 
on probation, so that services can be tailored 
for Travellers.  He described how it makes 
sense to have the information that will allow 
probation to improve outcomes for Travellers.  

President Higgins speech to Travellers in Prison 
Initiative conference
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Furthermore, he spoke about the training the 
TPI are doing with probation officers in order 
to help them work better with Travellers. 
Lastly, he talked about the plans to give greater 
consideration to the effects of the discrimination 
and trauma experienced by Travellers when 
preparing pre-sentence assessment report on 
Travellers for the courts. 

Personal experience:
On the day of the conference, six short video 
clips were shown of three Traveller men who 
had spent years of their lives in prison. The 
men spoke of their experiences of prison - both 
positive and negative. Each of the men praised 
the education departments of the various prisons 

they spent time in. They described prison 
education as their first positive experience of 
education. One man talked of how he learnt 
to read and write while in prison. All the 
men talked about the importance of being 
encouraged by other Travellers to attend school. 
However, all the experiences were not positive. 
The men spoke about the discrimination they 
experienced in prison and how racist words that 
are used casually can cause hurt. 

The videos provided the opportunity for 
prison management to hear first-hand about 
the experiences of Travellers who were in their 
care. We hope it will improve the situation for 
Travellers in prison. We hope that you will be 
able to see the videos on the in-cell TV. 

 

GET IN TOUCH 

If you would like to write an article for the next edition of the newsletter 

please contact Anne Costello, Co-ordinator of the Travellers in Prison 

Initiative. Anne can be contacted at anne@ssgt.ie or 085 8630565


